	Instructions
	

	Choose either the case of Jodie and Mary or the case of Tracy Latimer (discussed in EMP ch.1). First, briefly explain the case that you have chosen. Then explain how someone who believes Cultural Relativism (a form of Moral Skepticism) would decide what the right thing to do is in that case. Then explain how someone who accepts Divine Command Theory (a form of Moral Realism) would decide what the right thing to do is in that case. Is either Cultural Relativism or Divine Command Theory a good explanation of morality? Defend your answer by giving reasons to support it.
 
Your paper must have the following structure:
· Paragraph 1: Explain the case you have chosen: either Jodie and Mary, or Tracy Latimer.
· Paragraph 2:  Explain how a Cultural Relativist would go about deciding what the right thing to do is in that case.
· Paragraph 3: Explain how a Divine Command Theorist would go about deciding what the right thing to do is in that case.
· Paragraph 4: Answer this question and provide reasons in support of your answer: Is either Cultural Relativism or Divine Command Theory a good explanation of morality?
Do not include an additional introductory paragraph or concluding paragraph. Include only the paragraphs described above.
 
Required Length
1,000–1,200 words. DO NOT submit an essay of fewer than 1,000 words or of more than 1,200 words.
Due Date
This assignment is due Saturday March 6 by 11:59pm EST. If it is turned in on Sunday March 7 between 12am and 11:59pm, your grade on this assignment will be reduced by 20%. If it is turned in on Monday March 8 between 12am and 11:59pm, an additional 20% penalty will be added. I will not accept any late papers after Monday March 8.
 
Sources and Citations: Use only your textbook (Rachels, Elements of Moral Philosophy) and the class Lecture Notes. Using other sources is grounds for receiving a grade of “0” on this assignment. Use parenthetical citations of the following formats:
 
(Rachels p.15) [for citations of a range of two or more pages, use “pp.”]
(Week 1 Notes)
 
Quotations: While you are permitted to quote, you must do so sparingly and only when absolutely necessary. The more you rely on quotations, the less well I will be able to tell that you understand what you are writing about, and so excessive quotations will result in a lower score for understanding of course material. Do not quote any definitions given in the class Lecture Notes.
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File naming convention for the assignment
Save your report in Word and use the following file naming convention:
Ethics_Paper1_your-first-name_your-last-name.docx
Be sure to use the underscores as you see in the example.
 
Format
Your essay must be in 12 pt. Times New Roman font and double-spaced.
 



